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August 10, 2018 www.bakerlaw.com

Theodore Weiss
direct dial: 310.442.8851
tweiss@bakerlaw.com

Regional Freedom of Information Officer
U.S. EPA, Region 9

75 Hawthorne Street (OPA-2)

San Francisco, CA 94105

Re:  Freedom of Information Act Request - the Former Aluminum Company of America
("Alcoa™) Properties in the City of Vernon, California

Dear Sir/Madam:

By this letter and pursuant to the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5
U.S.C. Section 552, we hereby request that the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”)
provide us with copies of the following public records, regarding the former Aluminum
Company of America (“Alcoa”) facility located at the southeast corner of the intersection of
Boyle Avenue and Fruitland Avenue in the City of Vernon (the “Alcoa Facility”’). The former
Alcoa Facility was sold by Alcoa in 1999 as follows: Parcels 1 and 5 of Parcel Map 24894 were
sold to Xebec, LLC; Parcels 2, 3 and 4 of Parcel Map 24894 were sold to XA Partners, LLC; and
Parcels 6, 7 and 8 were sold to Century Cast Plate, Inc. (together, the “Properties™). See attached
Grant Deeds for reference. Street addresses associated with the former Alcoa Facility and the
Properties include, but are not limited to, 5101, 5151 and/or 5401 Alcoa Avenue and 3200
Fruitland Avenue.

The scope of this request includes public records related to the Alcoa Facility during Alcoa’s
period of ownership, up through 1999. The specific categories of public records sought by this
request include the following:

a. Any orders or agreements between EPA and Alcoa related to Alcoa’s
investigation, assessment, cleanup, and/or remediation of polychlorinated biphenyls spills and/or
releases at the Properties other than the Consent Agreement and Final Order between Alcoa and
EPA dated February 12, 1990 (Docket No. TSCA-09-89-0015), attached for reference;

b. Documents and information related to EPA’s December 14, 1995 Toxic
Substances Control Act compliance inspection of the Properties.

Atlanta Chicago Cincinnati Cleveland Columbus Costa Mesa Denver
Houston Los Angeles New York Orlando Philadelphia Seattle Washington, DC
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Please respond to this request and provide copies of the requested documents within the time set

forth in Section 552(a)(6)(A)(1) of the Act. Pursuant to Section 552(a)(4)(A) of the Act, you are
authorized to assess certain fees and costs incurred in responding to the request. However, prior

to preparing copies of the responsive documents, I request that you contact me first to discuss the
amount of documents obtained in responding to the request.

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions regarding this matter.

Sincerely,

Theodore Weiss

Enclosures

cc: Ryan D. Fischbach Esq.
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GRANT DEED

RECORDING REQUESTED BY AND
WHEN RECORDED RETURN TO
XEBEC, LLC

Attention John F Lehr, Jr

Address 2500 Michelson Drive, Suite 200
Irvine, California 92612

MAIL TAX STATEMENTS TO

XEBEC, LLC

Attention JohnF Lehr, Jr

Address 2500 Michelson Drive, Suite 200
Irvine, Cahforma 92612

Documentary transfer tax 1s not of public record and
1s shown on a separate sheet attached to this Deed

GRANT DEED

Station Id :HUMS8

3

FOR VALUABLE CONSIDERATION, receipt of which 1s hereby acknowledged, ALCOA INC
(formerly "Alumimum Company of Amerca"), a Pennsylvama corporation, hereby grants to
XEBEC, LLC, a Cahforma limited Liabihty company, the real property located m Vemon,
County of Los Angeles, State of Califorma, deseribed on Exhibit "A" attached hereto

Executed as of this 18th day of March, 1999

LOS ANGELES,CA
Document: D 1999.509963

ALCOA INC
a Pennsylvania corporation

Name? Robert G Wennemer
Title Vice President Treasurer

99 0509963
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA )
)

COUNTY OF ALLEGHENY )
On March 18th, 1999 before me, Janet L Kammski, personally appeared Robert G Wennemer,
personally known to me (or proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence) to be the person
whose name 1s subsertbed to the within mstrument and acknowledged to me that he executed the
same 1n s authonzed capacity, and that by hus signature on the instrument the entity upon
behalf of which the person acted, executed the instrument
WITNESS my hand and official seal

ngnmuezgn_w & M

(Seal)

Janat L Kaminski Motary Public
Piltsburgh, Allegheny County, PA
My Commussion Expires Sepl 22, 2002

99 0509963
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GRANT DEED - XEBEC, LLC
EXHIBIT "A"
LEGAL DESCRIPTION
PARCELS 1 and 5 as shown on Parcel Map No 24894, in the City of Vemon, County of Los

Angeles, State of Califorma, filed 1 Book of Parcel Maps 286, Pages 46 throngh 48, all mn the
office of the Recorder of the County of Los Angeles
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GRANT DEED

RECORDING REQUESTED BY AND
WHEN RECORDED RETURN TO

XA PARTNERS, LLC

Attention. John F Lehr, Jr

Address 2500 Michelson Drive, Suite 200
Trvine, California 92612

MAIL TAX STATEMENTS TO

XA PARTNERS, LLC

Attentton JohnF Lehr, Jr

Address 2500 Michelson Drive, Suite 200
Trvine, California 92612

Documentary transfer tax 1s not of publie record and
1s shown on a separate sheet attached to this Deed

GRANT DEED

FOR VALUABLE CONSIDERATION, receipt of which 15 hereby acknowledged, AL.COA INC
(formerly "Alummum Company of America"), a Pennsylvama corporation, hereby grants to
XA PARTNERS, a Califorma limuted hability company, the real property located m Vernon,

County of Los Angeles, State of Califorma, described on Exhibit "A" attached hereto

Executed as of this 18th day of March, 1999

ALCOA INC
a Pennsylvania corporation
BY o = -.'.4_./

Name? Robert G Wennetner
Title Vice President Treasurer

Ml Tex §istgments To Retum Addreas Above

-

99 0509971

LOS ANGELES,CA Page 3 of 5 Printed on 7/6/2016 10:39:48 AM
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA. )
)

COUNTY OF ALLEGHENY )

On March 18th, 1999 before me, Janet L Kamunsky, personally appeared Robert G Wennemer,

personally known to me (or proved to me on the basts of satisfactory evidence) to be the person

whose name 1s subscribed fo the within mstrument and acknowledged to me that he executed the

same m his authorized capacity, and that by his signature on the mstrument the entrfy upon

‘behalf of which the person acted, executed the instrument

WITNESS my hand and official seal
f

Signature %ﬁi@“ﬂ )

(Seal)

ARIAL
JanetL Kamineia, Notary Public
Pifisturgh, Allegheny County, PA
My Bommussion Expires Sept 22, 2002

99 0509971
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GRANT DEED - XA PARTNERS, LLC
EXHIBIT "A"
LEGAL DESCRIPTION
PARCELS 2, 3 and 4 as shown on Parcel Map No 24894, m the City of Vernon, County of Los

Angeles, State of California, filed m Book of Parcel Maps 286, Pages 46 through 48, all mn the
office of the Recorder of the County of Los Angeles
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RECORDING REQUESTED BY AND
WHEN RECORDED RETURN TO:
CENTURY CAST PLATE, INC.

¢/o CENTURY ALUMINUM COMPANY
Attention: Peter McGuire

2511 Garden Road
Building A, Suite 200
Monterey, CA 93940 bean COT anared with original.
Has not
MAIL TAX STATEMENTS TO: Original will be re*x:vﬂcdmﬂ-'m‘pe:t ”
CENTURY CAST PLATE, INC. orocessing has %gm;w SOy Qe |

¢/o CENTURY ALUMINUM COMPANY |08 NEELES f___,_,__——f—

Attention: Peter McGuire
2511 Garden Road
Building A, Suite 200
Monterey, CA 93940

Documentary transfer tax is not of public record and
is shown on a separate sheet attached to this Deed.

GRANT DEED
NN FOR VALUABLE CONSIDERATION, receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, ALCOA INC.
! (formerly “ALUMINUM COMPANY OF AMERICA™), a Pennsylvania corporation, hereby
l“\ grants to CENTURY CAST PLATE, INC., a Delaware corporation, the real property located in
o Vemon, County of Los Angeles, State of California, described on Exhibit “A™ attached hereto.
N
13 Executed as of this 15" day of June, 1999.
et ALCOA INC.
‘T‘ (formerly Aluminum Company of America),
Y a Pmn} corporation
|
9 léQ
N
\s Namc R.lchard B. Kelson
,;\'-. Title Executive Vice President and Chief
) Financial Officer
A
)
2
[m
AU

/o

ALC 062701



- 09/20/98 08:28 FAX 8316429328 CENTURY ALUMINUM Co -+ CURTIS MALLET @doo3

- -

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA )

)
COUNTY OF ALLEGHENY )
Oun June 15, 1999, before me, Carol B. Halferty, personally appeared Richard B. Kelson,
personally known to me (or proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence) to be the person
whose name is subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to me that he executed the
same in his authorized capacity, and that by his signature on the instrument the entity upon

behalf of which the person acted, executed the instrument.
WITNESS my hand and official seal.

Signature C?ﬁﬁﬂ é /_(ﬁ;é‘&sc%!

(Seal)

Notarial Seal )
Carol Hallarty, Ht?larygs.lb#;
Pittsb Alleghany Coul
My Oolmsm!t;s E‘ﬂ Exr.%ras t. 10, 2002

Member, Fennsylvania Associalion of Notaries

ALC 062702
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EXHIBIT A
LEGAL DESCRIPTION

PARCELS 6, 7 and &, as shown on Parcel Map No. 24894, in the City of Vernon, County of Los
Angeles, State of California, filed in Book of Parcel Maps 286, pages 46 through 48, inclusive,
all in the office of the Recorder of the County of Los Angeles.

ALC 062703
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UNITED STATES
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION % ’
In re:

Docket No. TSCA-09-89-0015
CONSENT AGREEMENT

)
)
)
ALUMINUM COMPANY OF AMERICA, ) AND
: ) FINAL ORDER
)

Respondent.
I

This administrative proceeding for the assessment of a civil
penalty was initiated pursuant to Section 146(a) of the Taxics
Substances Control Act, as amended (TSCA), [15 U.S.C. 2615(a)].
The action was instituted by a Complaint and Notice of
Opportunity for Hearing (Complaint) issued on August 15, 1989.
The Complaint charged Aluminum Company of America (Respondent),
with the violation of 40 C.F.R. 761.30(e), 761.60(a) and (d),
761.65, 761.180(a) and Section 15¢(1) of TSCA [15 U.S.C. -
2614(1)(c)] at the facilities owned by Respon&ent located at 5151

Alcoa Avenue, Vernon, California -(Facility). Complainant is the

ALC_VERNON_00032594




AT RN A R
RN DS :

. 1 United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Region 9.
E 2 : 11
i 3 Respondent and Complainant admit and agree that the Regional
| 4 Administrator, EPA Region 9, has jurisdiction of the subject
5 . matter of the action set out in the Complaint and over the
b parties thereto, pursuant to 15 U.S.C. 2615 and 40 C.F.R.
7 22.04(a).

' B . I11I

: 9 ' Respondent neither admits nor denies the specific factual
10 allegations made in the Complaint. Respondent hereby waives any
11 rights which it may have to a hearing on any issues set out in
12 the Complaint. Complainant waives whatever rights it may have to
13 compel Respondent to answer or otherwise defend the Complaint.
14 Respondent consents to the issuance of this Consent Agreement and
15 Final Order without adjudication.
16 : v

5 17 By signing this Consent Agreement and Final Order,

; 1B

Respondent agrees to pay a civil penalty in the amount of FOUR

19 THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS in lieu of NINE THOUSAND

20 SEVEN HUNDRED DOLLARS in the Complaint. The penalty adjustment
21 set out herein above is based upon: 1) Respondent’s good faith
22 efforts to come into compliance with. the TSCA regulations and 2)
23 The Respondent’s cooperation with the Environmental Protection
24 Agency during settlement negotiations in the form of

25 representations by Respondent’s representatives which were
26 followed by submission of Draft Clean-Up Agreements for PCB
27 contamination in the #10 Press Building.

2

ALC_VERNON_00032595
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2 In executing this Consent Agreement and Final Order,
3 Respondent agrees to undertake the following tasks and mitigative
4 measures:
5 1. Respondent shall implement the requirements of 40
& C.F.R. 761.180(a) with respect to the maintenance of
7 records. Respandent Ehail submit to Complainant within
B8 30 days after execution of this Consent Agreement by
9 Respondent the PCB annual document format to be used in
10 complying with éhis Agreement and shall submit a revised
11 1987 PCB annual document in accordance with 40 C.F.R.
12 761.180(a) .
13 2. Within 45 days after the execution of this Consent
14 Agreement and Final Order by Respondent, Respondent
E 19 shall provide Complainant with do:gmentatinn in the form
? 16 of disposal manifests confirming that the Peeler Press
; 17 and the Straightening Press have been disposed in
E i8 accordance with 40 C.F.R. 761.40.
% 1% 3. Within 45 days after the execution of this Consent
: 20 Agreement and Final Order by Respondent, Respondent
21 shall provide Complainant with copies of the site
22 assessments conducted at the Peeler Press area and the
23 Straightening Press area. Copies of site assessments
24 shall include identification of sample locations, sample
25 analysis results, description of any cleanup conducted
26 and disposal manifests for any cleanup materials. Thé
27 documentation shall confirm that stahdards required by
3

ALC_VERNON_00032596
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40 C.F.R 761.120 have been met.

4. Respondent shall provide Complainant within &0 days
after the execution of this Consent Agreement and Final
Order by Respondent with documentation in the form of
diéﬁbsal manifests indicating that the 1000 Ton Forge
Press has been disposed of in accordance with 40 C.F.R.
761.60.

5. Respondent shall provide Complainant within 90 days
after the execution of this Consent Agreement and Final
Order by Respondent with a narrative description of
Respondent’s PCB and lead cleanup effort at the 1000 Ton
Forge Press area supported by documentatién such as:

Identification of sample locations, preliminary sample

 analysis results, cleanup procedures, cleanup materials

used, fimal verification sampling results, and manifests
indicating proper disposal of cleanup debris. The
documentation shall indicate fhat standards required by
40 C.F.R. 761.120 have been met.

&. - Within 30 days of execution of this Consent
Agreement and Final Order, Respondent shall begin a
program of PCB cleanup, as outlined in Attachment #1 of
this Consent Agreement and Final Order, in the #10 Press
Building (Extrusion Press Building). Respondent shall
submit to Complainant within ten consecutive days after
the end of each calendar quarter for a period of six
consecutive calendar quarters on and after the date of

execution of this Agreement by Respondent, a complete

4
ALC_VERNON_00032597
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1 report which shall indicate the status of the cleanup
2 project. In the event that Respondent has completed all
3 of the tasks and submitted all of the documentation
4 required by this Article V.6,, the report set out herein
5 will not be required.
6 7. Within 30 days after the execution of this Consent
7 Agreement and Final Order, Respondent shall submit
8 payment in the amount of FOUR THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED
? FIFTY DOLLARS. The payment shall be sent to:
10 EPA — Region 9
Regional Hearing Clerk
11 P. 0. Box 3608B63M
: Pittsburgh, PA 15251
; 12
! V1
; 13
i In the event Respondent is unable to complete the tasks set
14 : . ;
out in Article V above, within the prescribed time, Complainant
- 15
will extend the agreed performance period upon Respondent’s
16 = :
written request, provided that Respondent can demonstrate to
: 17
i i Complainant’'s reasonable satisfaction that Respondent has used
i 18 ;
; its best efforts to comply with the specified requirements.
| 19 ;
I All submissions under this Consent Agreement and Final Order
; 20 .
(other than the payment of civil penalty) shall be addressed as
21
follows:
22
Greg Czajkowski, Chief
23 Toxics Section, A-4-2
Air and Toxics Division
24 U.5. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 9
25 215 Fremont Street
San Francisco, CA 94105
26 lr7
27 /77

ALC_VERNON_00032598
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VII

This Agreement does not relieve Respondent from compliance
with monitoring and from enforcement actions for TSCA violations
not addressed by this Agreement, including but not limited to all
non—civil enforcement actions, or from enforcement actions under
laws administered by State or local environmental authorities,
except where TSCA would pre-empt such laws and the specifi;
violations are governed by the Agreement.

VIII
In executing this Consent Agreement and Final Order,

Respondent agrees to pay the civil penalty in accordance with the
conditions and timeframes specified in the FINAL ORDER set forth
below. In accordance with the Debt Collection Act of 1982 and
U.8. Treasury (TFRM &-8000), payment must be received with 30
days after the execution of this Consent Agreement and Final
Order to avoid additional charges. If not received, interest
will accrue from the date of execution at the current interest
rate published by the U.S. Treasury. A late penalty charge of
$20.00 per thousand dollars of the proposed penalty will be
imposed with an addifinnal charge of $10.00 for each subsequent
30-day period. A &% per annumlpenalty will be applied on any
principal amount not paid within 90 days of the due date. In
addition, if payment is not made within the required timeframe,
Respondent shall be liable for the full amount of the civil
penalty of NINE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED DOLLARS as specified in
the Final Order below.

rrr

ALC_VERNON_00032599
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i 1 IX
2 In the event that Respondent fails to perform any task set
; 3 forth in this Consent Qgreément and Final Order within the
i 4 specified time, unless such time has been extended pursuant to
[ ] Article IX, Respondent shall be deemed to be in default of this
&6 Consent Agreement and Final Order.
; 7 In the event that Respondent is deemed to be in default of
l 8 this Consent Agreement and Final Order, Respondent agrees to pay
i 9 Complainant the balance of the unpaid portion of the full amount
; 10 of the civil penalty of NINE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED DOLLARS
% 11 within fifteen (15) days after Respondent’s receipt of an Order
12 of Non-Remittance.
13 X
14 .Complainant and Respondent consent to the entry of this
15 Agreement and Final Order without further notice.
16
! 17

18 February 12, 1990 W

i
|
: Date ) Respondent Vincent R. Scorsone
|_ 19 Group Vice Pres.-Aerospace & Industrial Products
E (print name and title)
g 20

21
. 22
: 23 Date David P. Howekamp

Director )

24 Air and Toxics Division

25

26

27

ALC_VERNON_00032600
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FINAL ORDER
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that this Consent Agreement and Final Order
(Docket &o. TSCA-09-89-00135) be entered and Respondent shall pay
by cashier’'s check or certified check made payable to the

Treasurer, United States of America, within thirty (30) days

after the execution of this Consent Agreement and Final Order,

and addressed as follows:

EPA — Region 9

Regional Hearing Clerk

P.0O. Box 3&60863M

Pit;SPurgh, PA 15251
a civil penaltylin the amount of FOUR THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED
FIFTY DOLLARS (%$4,850.00). A copy of the check shall be sent to
the EPA Region % address specified in Article VI above within
thirty (30) days after the execution af this Consent Agreement
and Final Order. In the event Complainant defermiﬁea that
Respondent has failed to complete all of the tasks identified in
Article V above within _the specified timeframes! the balance of
the unpaid portion of the full amount of the civil penalty of
Nine Thousand Seven Hundred Dollars shall be due within fifteen
(15) days after Respondent’'s receipt of an order of
non—-remittance. Such balance shall BE paid by cashier’'s check or
certified check, made payable to the Treasurer, United States of

America, and sent to the Pittsburgh address specified above.

This order shall become effective immediately.

Date Steven W. Anderson
Regional Judicial Officer
us EPA
Region 9

8

ALC_VERNON_00032601
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ATTACHMENT #1
CONSENT AGREEMENT AND FINAL ORDER
DOCKET NUMBER TSCA-09-89-0015

1. Conduct site assessment of all accessible areas in the #10
Press Building (Extrusion Press Building) to determine PCB
contamination by analyzing standard wipe samples and core
samples. The sampling plan shall follow guidelines described in
"Field Manual for Grid Sampling of PCB Spill Sites to Verify
Cleanup,"”" EPA document number EPAS&0/5-8&4/017.

2. The above referenced characterization will include soil
sampling for detection of PCB contamination under the Building.
Aluminum Company of America to provide a diagram of the #10 Press
Building and indicate proposed locations of spil sampling sites.
The number and locations of soil samples to be taken to be agreed
upon by Aluminum Company of America and EPA and the results of
wipe, core and sopil sampling to be submitted to EPA. Should a
probability of potential groundwater contamination by PCBs exist,
ALCOA should then be prepared to take appropriate remedial action
to eliminate any risk to groundwater posed by the PCBs.

3. ALCOA will select and indicate to EPA at least four areas of
concrete, two vertical and two horizontal, representing highly
contaminated and moderately contaminated areas, and shall clean
them using a high pressure blaster and an appropriate cleaning

"solution followed by clean water rinse. The highly contaminated

area will be chosen to represent the highest 10% of measured
contamination while the moderately contaminated area will have
PCB contamination of approximately 100 ug/100 sq. cm.

4. Verification sampling will be conducted in the four areas
after one week and again after one month to determine efficiency
of above referenced cleaning methods. If determined to be

successful, this cleaning technique will be used on all
accessible contaminated areas.

5. Accessible areas that show PCB contamination greater than 100
ug/100 sq. cm. must be.recleaned until decontamination levels
fall within standards outlined by the PCB Spill Cleanup Policy 40
C.F.R. 761.120. Accessible restricted access, low contact,

indoor, nonimpervious surfaces may be cleaned to 100 ug/100 sq.
cm. if then encapsulated.

6. In areas where cleaning has failed to meet the required
standards, ALCOA, where practical, will consider concrete removal

in those areas in order to reach PCB Spill Cleanup Policy
decontamination levels.

7. Within 240 days after the execution of this Consent Agreement

A
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1 and Final Order, Respondent shall provide Complainant with with a
narrative description of cleanup effort at #10 Press Building and
2 5halﬂ include documentation such as: Cleanup procedures, cleanup
materials used, identification of verification sample locations,
3 final verification sampling results, and manifests indicating
proper disposal of cleanup debris.
q
8. Cleanup of all currently accessible areas in #10 Press
o Building shall be accomplished within 1BO days from the effective
date;af this Consent Agreement and Fipal Order. In the event
6 thatéﬁespandent is unable to complete the cleanup in time frame
specified, Respondent shall make application in writing to EPA at
7 the address specified in Article VI above for an extension of
time. The application for an extension of time shall be
8 subm;tted at least seven (7) days in advance for the date for
performance of items 7 and 8 of this attachment.
9 H
?. At such time that the Facility is no longer in operation, or
10 if the Facility is sold or transferred, or if any long term
shutdown of the Facility occurs, full cleanup of PCB
11 contamination in the #10 Press Building shall occur, with PCB
Spill Clean Up Policy Standards 40 C.F.R. 761.120 standards being
12 met. :
13
14
15
16
17
_ 18
! 19
1
li 20
21
22
23
: 24
25
26
27
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